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The Fogolars
Federation of Canada g
commemorates the
50th anniversary of the
earthquake In Friull.




| 'Orcolat Is a monstrous ogre In
Friulian folklore whose sudden
movements provoke earthquakes.

After 1976, the Orcolat became
synonymous with the earthguake
that struck Frult.
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An earlier, weaker tremor,
occurred at 20:59. The
catastrophic quake that brought
destruction and terror to Friuli
struck one minute later.



The Orcolat struck at 21:00 and
shook the earth for 59 interminable
seconds.



The quake was accompanied by a
deafening roar, one that is often
mentioned by Survivors.




clt was nine oocl ock at n

those first days of May. | was already In my pyjamas,
ready to go to bed, barefoot. Suddenly, a first, brief

shaking. | donot have to
earthquake was. Then it began to shake again, the

ights went out and, at the same time, the
earthqguakeos roar. An un
thunder that we heard arrive from far away. It
overwhelmed us, awakening our deepest fear.»

- Carlo Della Giusta



Those who lived through the
experience can never forget.



«Suddenly, an enormous wave exploded, it was terrible
and brought with 1t such catastrophic violence, an
Immense, deep roar that rose up from below me, echoing
everywhere, the night torn by flashes ot light, the asphalt
Jumpli ng under my feet, | O0om

birches In the garden sway as If It were a sudden summer
storm and the nolse grows
down to the right and to the left the road ripples the
houses convul se, the nol s
everyone screamse. Th

- Aldo Barbina

e
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Con le sole mani: cronaca dal 6 al 13 maggio 1976, Aldo Barbina, 1977
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The 1976
earthquake Is
the fifth worst
selsmic event In
ltaly since the
beginning of the
20th century.

JUGOS LAV

Institut Ladin Furlan
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The quake measured magnitude 6.5
on the Richter scale that IS a measure
of the strength of an earthquake
(the amount of energy releaseaq).



One third of the
Friulian region was

devastated
(about 5,700 km?).

Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica e Vulcanologia
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ferremoto del 6 maggio 1976 20.00.12, Friuli
Studio macrosismico Arch Mac GNDT, 1985 [Np 770, Imax 9-10]
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It measured IX - X on the Mercalli
Scale that Is a measure of the
Intensity of an earthquake based on
observed effects on the people,
structures, and the environment.
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The earthguake was
felt throughout a very
large area; In
northern ltaly,
Slovenla, Serbia,
Austria and
Germany, and there
was damage beyond
the borders of Friul.
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«FIrst, under the uncertain and flickering
lamplight, and then, with the light of dawn,
we quickly understood that this seismic
event was very, very serious. It was easy to
understand that Friuli had experienced very
painful human loss, and artistic and cultural
losses of Inestimable value.»

- Cesare RuUssoO

Friuli prima e dopo Il terremoto , Cesare Russo, Arte Grafiche Friulane, 1976



«Disastrous
Earthquake Iin Friuli!»
The message was
transmitted by ham
radio operators.

With no functioning
telephones, amateur radio
operators were the first to raise
the alarm. They provided the
updates that became more and
more dramatic as the hours

passed.
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Everything became
darkness and terror.






Those who experienced It
firsthand can never forget.



«| was seven years old and, that afternoon, | played with my friends

until late. There was a movie about Indians on TV but | went to bed

after Carosello. The crucifix above the bed began tapping the wall.
NMooommm, the cruclfi x 1 s dancin
wasnot felt bgShaep, peoppsenhot héoca

get a chance to finish the word because the house came alive In a
strange way. | only just managed to get up and hug my mother who

was holding me tightly in her arms in a corner of the room while the

floor rippled, the wardrobe went down at a 90 degree angle and

returned to Its place. My bed slid across the floor and then returned to
| ts place. Trapped, we coul dnot

times, lasts forever. | think of those Chlldren, my friends, who have

been gone since that sixth of May.»
- Be Hanna

Facebook - Terremoto Friuli 6 maggio 1976 , Be Hanna, 23 gennaio 2026

23



. = N »_.E.u_.u B, [l it g
< SE GO 3
1 g - RS wa_ ; mu mm il it
2 21 m % - = ST for .u.. _ e . -
heg ki 3| T & mM m i S phluh ___mm%w i ﬂm mmm,m MM, i
m - 2s s = b i ,_..,. e Jig, -
B 2 Rl 1S 8 @-ﬁm.ﬂ ﬁ mm el __m____._ﬁ__a
::“E z ¢ y Silf 8 o= mé_m.w i
2 s @ g|ii IEEE HER: :wm_m? m_%_m
| e - & B : || = N ® 28szthazd e
A:mxm.z, m & 2 MHM i3 em .,m.w. 8 B mm_ﬁ#ﬁmm .m_mm_ﬂa:
. i & — ...»m s| - 1| 2 ..m" 4 Bi4E Biit
S 2 g | TS e i i ' 8 Gl o 3| kLRI b
L [EIEE S & wﬁm b i iy D8 L ,w 2 ,mm“ _ﬂ..m_n m_L M
:mwxmm__ z 0.= 123 Fg il il It | 2 LS i :__: g mmmm _m:_m by mwwmm_.,m
Wuu Mﬂ_. iy 2 & E HE ; ”mg - ,gw_mmwum; i T ..m, 3| ¥ L e
il w| 53 SE| ey m.m -.&_Cmm u. :_ b 1 I m TR E :.. _
D ___%mm_ m e oNm mm m n rwﬁ m: m w rm __: %.u.muzm* m “M#w m .m m mm mrummm m_w _w_m:u mm
K _mwmww = " " i S W mﬁr...:h n, _“w tm. of mnm :-m mwu..“n.. = w. mgm“.Mﬂ _mmﬂm_z nmdwmm Mmm“.
b wmwn_gw = & o|lii: i m,mﬂ“_ﬁm g i f2 “W:ﬁ“_ iy i
wil) £ wm @5 m .ﬁxmmm T mm_ | E Mwmw_wmm. m a ww_hmmww. il L
R L L] W_ = ° —_— & R RH: _m_ L w 4 :_‘ o : = u.::u.:_._:E.:m.__“ -
B : wo e .mwm ;£ U Mé ity
iy s sosh b
| 3 @ SUTH e £58.° 0 9 ‘h.__ el L: _“f
) =~ ol B 2o om . Mmzmm.w :._ E m_»% :mw IR LT
- R mrmr - ' a “vm i m :. u mr_ m.mnu :um
e 1 E & ,.wu.mi T _‘_MAMW,MWM,WMM%., i
2 R : bilid 7 a o rm ! il 3 ._ﬁn_ LR ,mw.m g Nw w:mm
; il 2 AR i ;t. i ‘.,w. l,im.: gl 3 G LI Sl wrmamn,m.”.m il
mo il m I - mw m_m_m _ﬁ_ i m_mmwmwm “w“wm i o 4 _:w%m :m wm_mw m&_m m m mm 7 _.xmﬁz
18|l £ o 3L 1t fidi ..m ,w ,_.wmw m il ﬁg&m“m :xw“maimwﬁm
f _:::W D m “L E E *_m um-m: 4 : n-m zm nn; A gt
e
|
LA
M mmwwm MM“
| it
o “

Taronems, Forgaris, Vio
e U erd 1ot b Qe & 4
PR 2N 0T F Cogtl s Bhepd

)

14
.

4

1
- B,
L e

o~
.

e

3 Cmarian A W A L 230

Catustrofico terremoto in Frivli

bl L N P T —
N
L]

* TN, fag
L AN

o

; | DELLA
. ARTEGNA, COLLOREDO, TARCENTO, FORGARIA, VITO D'ASIO E MolLET' : t;?l:lfpgslil TUTTH |
- GENEROSA OPERA DI SOCCORSO PER ESTRARRE LE VITTIME DALLE MACERIE -

el s L)

AL |

MONA,
ALLE 21 UNA SCOSSA SISMICA DELL'OTTAVO GRADO DELLA SCALA MERCALLI HA DEVASTATO MAIANO, BUIA, GE

' ' DISASTRO
CENTRI DELLA REGIONE UNA NOTTE DI PAURA E DI VEGLIA ALL'APERTO - L'ALBA CI MOSTRA | SEGNI DELL'IMMANE

0SUPPO, MAGNANO

PEDEMONTANA

24



Towns became piles of rubble and
dust, and were filled with cries of
nelp.






137 towns suffered damage In the
provinces of Udine (98),
Pordenone (36) and Gorizia (3).



The most devastated areas were In
the foothills and mountains around
Gemona del Frull.



45 towns were completely
destroyed, 40 were seriously
damaged, and 52 were damaged.



Gemona del Friuli and Venzone were two
of the 45 towns that were destroyed; thelir
medieval centres were levelled. Osoppo,
Majano, Forgaria nel Friull, Trasaghis,
Artegna, Buja and
Magnano In Riviera were several of the
other towns also considered destroyed.
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«From the rubble

of the Gol-

Pantanall
barracks we

heard the
screams and
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Da Udine
si ricominci

E SCOSSE vanno scemundo,

d:so quelia bratta del'altra
noite, C% ancorn 4 paur. ma pure
riloria plaro plano A speranza che
alire sussl@antl sorprese nom vorga
a0 8 scuotore lo case provele che
oo rineste In pledl € 2 volontd
delly geote, degll Ldires] in particols-
e ¢he sono visatl In questi giornt
attarno alla dti, nel pratl, di ripren
dere a lavorare. Sulla fasels pecemen.
tara sconquasats dal lesremoto o &
"R Ln'altre porzione di rovine,
ma per fortuna non o sono statl elitdd
moril. Ce ne sono gia tanti, troppl,
da seppellire ¢ do seoprire e
mecerie. Cl 5000 altresi Lastl edificl,
trappl, che devomn essere demoliti
perehé sane perfcolos (samane do-
vrebbe pssere abbattuto il campanile
i Venzone )., I panorama del disastro
# cusl vasto e allucinarte da sembrare
irreale. Ognl glorno ehe pass sl capl-
so¢ dl plé quamio grave ¥ stato Wl
terrom oto, ecma abbla colpito piu di
una guerr.

Attoma alke rovine la terra & verde,
quant'¢ verde! . o bells, quant’d bel-
Ia! Quests terma, si pevisa, non pud
ot (re, mom pud largulbre. Per earattes
w senz'altro, ma anche perché questa
terrn ® Un'isols s e partcolare 7wl
pave, la geule resta e con essa resta (1
Friull

Le famiglie che sono rum ste senz
un tello & accumpanc nocantd alle
roYing ¢ pan persano affstto di sfol-
lare, Atterdono die la furia natunle
passi, cessl del tutto, per pol ricom in-
dare, Intanto rpessunc sta con le ma-
al In mano. Tuttl collaborano al soc-
corsl con unp slancio e un senso dl
calma che non hanno biscgno di aed|-
n né dl dseplinx. I friulani sono
fure da soll, 1o s sa bene, o I'hamo
rilevato ikl quelll che soa renut] o
conoscere la disgruin toccaa ko,
Lleseriplo «he [0 guista seagurats

una meliplicazione gigantesca dl so-
Udseietd, Un fiume dl aiull scorre par
Je autostrade per gringere a Udine.
Vergone da tutte e partl ¢'Malie ¢
dall'cstero, D alid s arnuncia el
¥O. Ma sl capisce che non basteranno
questh primi, pur generos! gesti, per
contefyulie guanto saebbe necessa.
o (¢ chissd gqunnto sra) elln rieo-
strighne. Abblamo gid scritte che of
vemanna mezd eolossall, risorse ine
gentl e terpoa, tanto lempo, prima di
rilormare n casa o nelle officire squas-
lerd, credis:

sate del ssna Noo bas!
mo, la solidacketd . Clvuole
ben alro, perché Il disastra & pit
grande, pli vasto di guel che pure si
vede spaventosu ente.

Udine é al centro doll'interesse che
sgoega di lostano, Tatt] puardana o sl
Wdirizzano qui F esidy ognl parte
ol sl rivaige a questa o' (La chie non |
eorosceys, 0 mom sl ricordaye phi,
forse dal tempo di Caporelic. Udine
4 1 Friull, una cittd sgomeria che hs
brascorso unn glornats tristissima an-
«che lorl senza neppure accorgers cho
era domenon. Perd sl @ guerdals
dmtro, nef suol pakzzi risparmist!
dal tempo ¢ dalle bombe, mon.ument!
dl storla, & nel eandormnl crdinat),
nor. gfacciall ne alterant! F'antec,
uwonloss profllo Lrbenlitico, SI @
scoporta [orite anche se non gravk. A
racuorare | cittadini ¢ l'angelo ®-
grarento del casteBo che wols aneo-
m el camponile E'un
MER0 buono, corme snna tene gli
tdinest,

Ogg!, dunguo, In eiitd ricomincerd,
i | sael utficl, | siof negozl, | siol
fenvizl che del resto hanno sempre
finziomato meglio che altrove. Gif
Udinesl o rendono  perfoitamente
£onto ehe, In quasto tragheo momen-
1o, hanno doverl mggiorl del passa-
ta. O quslin parte — |a grance ares a
$ad, fns al mare, che non ha mbito
% non d| rifloso 1'onds de! terremo-
10 e d rim sty immune = cho ha
bisogne di Udine, P ancora ne han-
B0 owiameie | friulani del paes|
Atuttl B per quesio Udine, anche
BB Je s ferite, card du ogyl ancors
g:‘“":ulm& cuora che dd vita al

Vittorino Meloni

cecngione hanno date ha susciato ¢

oo oo ION

Una mano al Friuli che resta

Si ripetono, ma piii leggere, le scosse (finora 46) dopo quella allarmante dell’altra notte, che ha provocato nuovi
danni - Si seppelliscono i morti (quelli accertati sono saliti a 812) e si continua a scavare - Pu’)ve sulle macerie e si fa
percid piti urgente il bisogno delle tende - E” in arrivo un‘ondata di aiuti da tutta Italia e dall'estero - Oggi o domani
il governo deciderd eccezionali provvedimenti - I friulani vogliono amministrarsi le risorse che si raccoglicranno

ok . { ' o~ . - L
Sl no | 0 ' ; :
dco:r':?u d-ol l:mnalni:':.nlu lq;wlzuc::'l: tllarmante dall’altra nutte cha ha provocato nuovi dannl. In wtto finora scno stte 46. La paura c'a ancora, ma pid forte § la volonta di
ol -~ 3 DI'II"»R;IEIvdlll‘morolamlﬂ:r::'lo;?:;: :lm:lo :’Illli .dﬂlzl ¢: “aonllnunno.u scavare. E° comincioto a piovers sulle macorie o s) fa perciod sentire piu
: isogno : tonde. utl. Oggi o domani Il governo (] i | pi | . Ma i friul
che si raccoglierannc. Nul fatocolor, una veduta avrea dol contro dj Venzone, dove opgi probabilmonte sard fatto saltare il campanile del duomo parchi w:nl tione ‘m?'!nl'."‘. “ﬁm;?
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SAREBBERO OLTRE MILLE I MORTI PER IL TERREMOTO IN FRIULI
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Dedice, earo ¥

DN wmndern, sl gass an S0 &
cbe comminotate cosl, Opgwy ¢
" jangeede Mite vitsi
e

1o hermw, » ¢ %

Interventi immediati disposti dal Governo - Il Sottosegretario al- | « e ww e

I'Inierno nominate commissario speciale per lo zona di Udine et + G
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«From the beginning of the tragedy, and in the
darkest hours of the night, we understood the
dimensions of the disaster by the frequent
sound of the rock slides In the mountains. The
people were courageous under that sky tinted
red by the dust that came up from the valley.»

- [vo Del Negro

erremoto a Trasaghis, le montagne caddero a pezzi , Ivo Del Negro, Messaggero Veneto , 18 aprile 2016
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Boulders as big as houses
tumbled down Mount Brancot.

BRAULINS (TRASAGHIS)



