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LôOrcolat
The Friuli Earthquake of May 6, 1976
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The Fogolârs 
Federation of Canada 
commemorates the 

50th anniversary of the 
earthquake in Friuli.



L'Orcolat is a monstrous ogre in 
Friulian folklore whose sudden 

movements provoke earthquakes. 

After 1976, the Orcolat became 
synonymous with the earthquake 

that struck Friuli.
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The medal              
«LôOrcolat lôere v°r» 
sculpted by Friulian 

artist Guerrino 
Monassi in the early 

hours of May 6, 1976.

ñThe Orcolat 
was realò



An earlier, weaker tremor, 
occurred at 20:59. The 

catastrophic quake that brought 
destruction and terror to Friuli 

struck one minute later.

Principali emergenze di protezione civile nellôItalia dal 1908 ad oggi, CCV-MB, pag. 19
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The Orcolat struck at 21:00 and 
shook the earth for 59 interminable 

seconds.
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The quake was accompanied by a 
deafening roar, one that is often 

mentioned by survivors.



çIt was nine oôclock at night and it was already dark in 
those first days of May. I was already in my pyjamas, 
ready to go to bed, barefoot. Suddenly, a first, brief 
shaking. I donôt have to say that I had no idea what an 

earthquake was. Then it began to shake again, the 
lights went out and, at the same time, the 

earthquakeôs roar. An unmistakable noise, a sort of 
thunder that we heard arrive from far away. It 

overwhelmed us, awakening our deepest fear.»

- Carlo Della Giusta
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Those who lived through the 
experience can never forget.
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«Suddenly, an enormous wave exploded, it was terrible 
and brought with it such catastrophic violence, an 

immense, deep roar that rose up from below me, echoing 
everywhere, the night torn by flashes of light, the asphalt 
jumping under my feet, Iôm bounced up and down, the 

birches in the garden sway as if it were a sudden summer 
storm and the noise grows while Iôm knocked up and 
down to the right and to the left the road ripples the 
houses convulse, the noise is immense and I screamé 

everyone screamsé. Then, silence.è

- Aldo Barbina

Con le sole mani: cronaca dal 6 al 13 maggio 1976, Aldo Barbina, 1977
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Osoppo

Artegna
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Tellus Project - iAReSP

The epicentre was 
located between 

Osoppo 
and Artegna.
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The 1976 
earthquake is 
the fifth worst 
seismic event in 
Italy since the 
beginning of the 
20th century.

Institut Ladin Furlan
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The quake measured magnitude 6.5 
on the Richter scale that is a measure 

of the strength of an earthquake 
(the amount of energy released). 
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Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica e Vulcanologia

One third of the 
Friulian region was 

devastated 
(about 5,700 km2).
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It measured IX - X on the Mercalli 
Scale that is a measure of the 

intensity of an earthquake based on 
observed effects on the people, 
structures, and the environment.  
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The damage was 
extreme.

«Everything was 
levelled. The houses 
were built at the foot 
of mountains. They 
were ancient, built 

from rock and 
stone.»

Mercalli Scale
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Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica e Vulcanologia

The earthquake was 
felt throughout a very 

large area; in 
northern Italy, 

Slovenia, Serbia, 
Austria and 

Germany, and there 
was damage beyond 
the borders of Friuli.



Friuli prima e dopo il terremoto , Cesare Russo, Arte Grafiche Friulane, 1976

«First, under the uncertain and flickering 
lamplight, and then, with the light of dawn, 

we quickly understood that this seismic 
event was very, very serious. It was easy to 
understand that Friuli had experienced very 
painful human loss, and artistic and cultural 

losses of inestimable value.» 

- Cesare Russo
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«Disastrous 
Earthquake in Friuli!»

The message was 
transmitted by ham 

radio operators.

With no functioning 

telephones, amateur radio 

operators were the first to raise 

the alarm. They provided the 

updates that became more and 

more dramatic as the hours 

passed. 
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Everything became 
darkness and terror.
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Those who experienced it
firsthand can never forget.
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Facebook - Terremoto Friuli 6 maggio 1976 , Be Hanna, 23 gennaio 2026
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«I was seven years old and, that afternoon, I played with my friends 
until late. There was a movie about Indians on TV but I went to bed 
after Carosello. The crucifix above the bed began tapping the wall. 
ñMooommm, the crucifix is dancing!ò (This was the earlier tremor that 
wasnôt felt by many people). - ñSleep, itôs nothéò My mother did not 
get a chance to finish the word because the house came alive in a 

strange way. I only just managed to get up and hug my mother who 
was holding me tightly in her arms in a corner of the room while the 

floor rippled, the wardrobe went down at a 90 degree angle and 
returned to its place. My bed slid across the floor and then returned to 
its place. Trapped, we couldnôt leave the fourth floor é one minute, at 

times, lasts forever. I think of those children, my friends, who have 
been gone since that sixth of May.» 

- Be Hanna



24

Catastrophic Earthquake in Friuli 

Disastrous earthquake in Friuli

Hundreds dead, thousands injured
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Towns became piles of rubble and 
dust, and were filled with cries of 

help.
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Friuli 1976 -2016. Dalla ricostruzione a un nuovo modello di sviluppo, FORUM

137 towns suffered damage in the 
provinces of Udine (98), 

Pordenone (36) and Gorizia (3).
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The most devastated areas were in 
the foothills and mountains around 

Gemona del Friuli.
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Friuli 1976 -2016. Dalla ricostruzione a un nuovo modello di sviluppo, FORUM

45 towns were completely 
destroyed, 40 were seriously 

damaged, and 52 were damaged.
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Gemona del Friuli and Venzone were two 
of the 45 towns that were destroyed; their 
medieval centres were levelled. Osoppo, 

Majano, Forgaria nel Friuli, Trasaghis, 
Artegna, Buja and 

Magnano in Riviera were several of the 
other towns also considered destroyed.



GEMONA DEL FRIULI AFTER MAY 6
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GEMONA DEL FRIULI 
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MILITARY BARRACKS «GOI-PANTANALI» IN GEMONA DEL FRIULI 

WHERE 33 ALPINI SOLDIERS LOST THEIR LIVES.
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Antonino Pascolo, Messaggero Veneto , 27 marzo 2016
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«From the rubble 
of the Goi-
Pantanali 

barracks we 
heard the 

screams and 
calls for help from 
those young men 
who were only 20 

years old.»
- Antonio Pascolo
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GEMONA DEL FRIULI



VENZONEôS CATHEDRAL 

AFTER MAY 6
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A Helping Hand to 

What is Left of 

Friuli



VENZONE, JUNE 1976
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OSOPPO, NO LONGER
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May 8, 1976



TRASAGHIS
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TRASAGHIS
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«From the beginning of the tragedy, and in the 
darkest hours of the night, we understood the 

dimensions of the disaster by the frequent 
sound of the rock slides in the mountains. The 
people were courageous under that sky tinted 
red by the dust that came up from the valley.»

- Ivo Del Negro

Terremoto a Trasaghis, le montagne caddero a pezzi , Ivo Del Negro, Messaggero Veneto , 18 aprile 2016
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BRAULINS (TRASAGHIS)

Boulders as big as houses 

tumbled down Mount Brancot.
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